Hidden Vision Problems in Parkinson's and Stroke Patients
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Most of us regard our eyesight ability as what we.see in .

the optician's consulting room, and we are happy. with
our confirmation of 6/6 or 20/20. However, is that all
there i3 to seeing? ' B -
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* ..the koniocellslar subpopulation of RGCs may be
particularly  vulnerable in early stages of Parkinson's
disease” Sartucei, Ferdinando, et of, 2003 1




[ am not sure if the above paragraph is supposed to bea
quote.

Introduction
A number of studies indicate that children with iearning
difficulties have visual processing difficutties dueto an
imbalance of the magno and parve; wsuai processing
WRERE. | o ORI T e
The effect of these problems include: eve movement
problems, low convergence, poor accommodation |
redme(i readmg range and r@ém:ed ﬁmcuﬁnai ﬁeicis o?’
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recovered with appr{}pnata mtervention by a behavioral
optometrist. This is one area that is particularly suitable
to the applcation and mﬁegrat;@n of optometric

phototherapy (syntonics) with vision therapy.

{n PD, visual field constrictions are generally functional

' ami ﬁ}erﬁfsre patentzaﬁy recoverable.

PD ‘may increase the risk for low bone density and

osteoporosis. Both men and women are at risk. Experts
fecommend ﬁa&t pzments wth PO get tested for
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than  having  temor & - the  predominant

Sympiom. B : '

*  Centering - Many studies have found evidence
of abnormal eve movement control in po.
Deficits in the nhibition of unintended saecades
and ‘slowed. initiation of mienitionsl saccades
have béen reported “in some;” but not all; -
investigations, o '

*  Identification — Over rscent vears the presence
of cognitive impairment M & propartion of
patients with PD hag been highlighted Efficient
use of working memory o
be involved in the performance of i both
domains. " Vision Cl :
mpaired . color

Instead of the ahove view patients with PD may see as

These problems progrecs s - litle{or lessty ag is shown below.

nal ﬁiﬁ#ag Field -
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Those patients with 2 small range of clear near vision are

are Ezsi:ed helow

A simple reading chart has ‘been developed by
optometrists Geoff Shayler and Dr. Roger Fitch which

can be provided to {ocal medical doctors so that they can -

identify patients who should fbﬁ refazmﬁ for behavioral
vmﬁn assessment,

Typical Sympioms of a F unctipnal Visual Pmﬁiem i
P and Stroke '

s wvision kess clear when stressed

* i:izzrred vision at d;stam:a / Gﬂm@ﬂtﬁf aﬂd for. reading

& @ & £ & B & B

- Resplis of {}ptﬁmﬁtﬁc Vision Therapy
more likely to sa"fsr rom the out med sympmms that -

Following vision therapy with Syntonics, the fimetional

ability of the visual svstem can potentially be expanded
toan age. aéjustsd ﬁonnaicy, allowing:

morg comfortable reading

 better comprehension of the written word
_better awareness when driving
less strain when dnvmg

more comfortable vision and less evesirain with
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: Attacﬁeé 15 2 summary of this article produced as a

poster that ‘was presented at'a conference drganized by

Y . the ‘Neurorehabilitation Department at Sam*hamptcn
g 'ﬁnwermty in the UK it Septembsr 2008
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